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KATAURA- 
SAN, THIS IS 
HAYAMA. 


THANK YOU 
FOR ALL YOUR 
EMAILS. 


Messages 


Hayama-san ' 


It's been a while. 


**/**/ 20 ** **:** 


Kataura-san, 

This is Hayama. 

0 

Thank you for all your emails. 
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xOOOccc 


HAYAMA- 

SANP 


HEUUOP 















































ARE 

REALLY 

NOT 

PAIR 

you 

TO 

REApy 

PROP 

POR THE 

IN ON 

CONSE¬ 

HER 

QUENC¬ 

UKE 

ES? 

TH!S. t 


TELU ABOUT 
THAT EMAIL-/ 
HAVAMA-SAN 
WAS REAUV 
PUSHING 
HERSEUP 
HARO JUST 
TO REPLY 

to you. 


you SURE 
THIS WAS 
A GOOP 





















































v\ 

























r PON'T 


WANT 


you 


GRILLING 


HAYAMA- 


SAN 


ABOUT 


HER LIFE 


OKAYP 
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you PON'T 
THINK MAYBE 
YOUR BREAK'S 
GONE ON A 
LITTUE TOO 
UONG? 
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° (P 

miu>, SAlCDMA HERE- 

IT SEEMS SO FAST, SOT HERE'S VOEOME FOUR. I AL-UAYS 
DREAMED OF A DAV WHEM I CODED D^AW POOR VOEUMES' WORTH 
OF A MAKlCA, 6>DT I MEVER ACTUARY EXPECTED IT To HAPPEM- 

I REAEE/ AM EUCKTy. 

I WAMT To KEEP DPAWlUC, PACE g >Y PACE, AS IF EACH ONE IS M Y 
LAST CHAMCE. 

THIS VOEUME'S &OrtUS PACES FEATURE COSFLAY CARDS!! 


THEV 

EVEVi HAVE 

MUKOKU 

rivs H Toys 
AVID HER 

E.CAETEE 

friAT THEV 
MADE * 

HA^- <3 

I'M **> 

TOUCHED/ 


" ^ 3 ° 

. o 
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UM... 

| ACTUALLY, 
I THINK 
I'LL... 


WHAT 
ARE you 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 
YOU'RE 
ALREAOy 


you'uu 


HURRY 
UP, LET'S 
GO! 

























COME ON/ 
HAYAMA- 
SAN/ 


■fif wau U k 

too 

n past, 

d-A NAG ISA- 
Mff V SAN. 


WE'RE 

PLAYING 

HARO 

TOOAY/ 


THIS IS 
UNUSU¬ 
AL. 


you, 

SUGGEST¬ 
ING WE GO 
TO ONE 
OF THESE 
JUST- 
FOR-FUN 
, EVENTS. 


YEAH, 

BUT... 


YOU 
NEVER 
WANT TO 
COME 
WHEN I 
ASK YOU. 
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I FEEL 
COMFORT¬ 
ABLE AT MY 
PARENTS' 
HOUSE, 


IT'S REALLY 
SHOWEP ME 
HOW MUCH 
OF MY LIFE 
REVOLVER 
AROUNP MY 
JOB ANP MY 
COSPLAY 


I KNOW 
IT'S NOT 
GOOP 
FOR ME. 






















...IT'S 
OKAY TO 
BE HERE. 



BUTI 
ALSO FELT 
LIKE YOU 
WERE 
TELLING 
ME... 
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Z__ZL____ 

NA6I5A A5 cIRIJgU 
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HERE. 













































BUT THIS 
NAGISA ANP 
THE NORMAL- 
NAGISA... 
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WHAT IS 
THATP 















KIMIKO A5 KOK6MOMO 
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THE 

GIRL 


WHAT 

IS 

THAT? 


I, UH... 
THAT 
EVENT 
WAS... 


WHAT? 










W' —-n/ after you 

T CRITICIZED 

r My 

cospuAy, i 

REALIZED 
SO I DID you WERE 
A LOT OF RIGHT. 
STUDYING. 


LEARNER 1 
HOW 
TO VO 
MAKEUP, 


HOW 
TO MAKE 
ACCES¬ 
SORIES. 


AND 
NOW I'M 
ENJOYING 
COSPLAY 
EVEN 
MORE. 


AND 
IT'S ALL 
THANKS TO 

you/ 


SO...UM...I 
WANTED TO 
THANK YOU, IF I 
EVER SAW YOU 
AGAIN. 


I WAS SO 
HAPPY TO 
RUN INTO 
YOU TODAY/ 
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A/A A5 ULY 































OOHH/ 







































































IT'S 

KINO 

OF 

MYS¬ 

TICAL. 


ACK/ 
A CK/ 


HM? ’ 
WHAT'S 
WRONG 


SORRY... 

i Guess 1 
MY SKIRT 
WAS A 
LITTLe 
Loose. 


WHeN IT 
GOT weT 
IT STARTeP 
TO FALL 
POWN. 


WHATP 
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Aya-tan the slut lives in Nakano Ward, lololol 
Everybody come visit! lolol 


Name: 


A sB 

I I WAS \ 

I HOPING Y 

f we COULP 


we Get 

VI i 

roGetHeR 

\ J WX^ 

SOONP / 

JUST THe / 


TWO OF / 





















•Jife 
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...BUT you 
KNOW, A/A- 
SAN. 
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X 
































































































































































































































































THAT'S 
TOO BAD. 




























































































































WELL. 


I ALREADY 
LET IT 
SLIP...SO I 
MIGHT AS 
WELL TELL 
YOU. 































AYAf 


I KNOW 

you 

WBRB 

LYING 

ABOUT 

WORK/ 
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IT'S TOO 
MUCH. 


I CAN'T 
TAKE IT 
ANYMORE. 












Rfti A5 KU5U KU5U 























































































































































































































I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
I CRIED 
MYSELF 
TO SLEEP. 
I'M SUCH A 
BABY 


WHAT¬ 

EVER- 


THERE'S 
i NOTHING 
TO EAT 
HERE. 















































































HUH? 







































































SOMETIMES 
I JUST GET 
TIREP OF IT, 
ANP I PON'T 
WANT TO 
PEAL WITH IT 
ANYMORE. 















































































































































































































AYA- 

CHAN. 


WE NEEP 
TO HAVE A 
SERIOUS 
CHAT. 















HA/AMA A5 mm 
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tf?) often Dive'. 20/ 

56 : ft non ^° h U f a yer n AV a - tan thinkS She S / plp 

nat little bitch iav el J you po 

, s gentlemen @ Often THISP 

57 ; AnonV^ 01 ^ 

Wh ° ? gentleman @ Often 0 |VS 

cq. Anonymous be 

Never heard of her. 20XX /XX/XX 

rantleman @ S**®® at rort1 j-Fes? 

59-. Anoh^ous Settle ^ at Com 

The who was ^ 


BUT I'M 
SORRY TO 
TELL YOU, 
YOU'RE 
WRONG. 


OH, 

THAT... I 
JUST 
HAP¬ 
PENED 
TO FIND 
IT- 


HARD 

ON 

YOU, 

AYA- 

SAN. 


YOU PROBABLY 
THINK IT WAS 
ME BECAUSE OF 
MY ATTITUDE 
AT THE PHOTO 
SHOOT AND 
THE TIMING 
OF WHEN THAT 
FORUM WAS 
CREATED... 






















































































































































BUT 
TO BE 
HONEST, I 
COULPN'T 
CARE LESS 
WHO PIP 
IT 


ANP 

GENERALLY, 
I AGREE 
WITH YOUR 
OPINIONS 
ABOUT 
COSPLAY. 


BUT... 
you SAIP 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT 
EVALUA¬ 
TION? 


ANY WAY 
YOU SLICE IT, 
THIS IS JUST 
VERBAL 
ABUSE. 


Aya-tan the slut li 
Nakano Ward. I o' 
Everybody come \ 


WHAT 
PART OP 
TH/S IS 
AN EVALU¬ 
ATION? 







































































WHY? 

















































you DIS¬ 
APPOINT 
ME. 
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; ANP I'M 
USEP. TO 
HAVING 
PEOPLE 
HATE ME. 


OKAy 

NOW THAT'S 
SETTLED, 
IT'S TIME 
TO START 
PLANNING/ 


PLAN¬ 

NING? 

PLANNING 

WHAT? 


HAYAMA- 

SAN'S 

WELCOME 

BACK 

PARTY/ 
















fW5, 












































































































































































































































































































































































I'M 

SORRY... I 
PIPN'T 
TEl-U YOU 
SOONER. 


WHAT? 


WHERE 
IS THIS 
COMING 
FROM? 
I OON'T 
MINE?. 


BUT 

ANYWAY 
WHEN 
o\o YOU 
GET EN¬ 
GAGED? 




f 




• nr i 

UJ-/ , 
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AAAAHH. 



















































































































Moivm FOUR, WHERE THE peopee 
IK) THIS. MAMOA S>HoWED OS VARIOUS. 
DIFFEREMT FACES.. 

I THIMK \T'S BETTER MoT To Stt TOO 
MUCH OF ^.oMEoME'S. IMMER WoRKIMOS.. 

m/ heart iomd of ooes. out to 
peopee whem i -see them s.pimmimo 

THEIR WHEEES., EXPO-SlMO TOO MAM/ OF 
THEIR FLAWS.. THAMES. FOR £ElMO HERE 
FOR AMoTHER VoEUME. 

MEXT IS. THE £oMUS. MAMOA. 




> 






OHZ -.4 CHARGE! 

ORIG IUAL MAtiGA Riv-rAso q&a corner' 
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I THINK OF IT 
PRACTICALLY 
EVERY NIGHT. IF I 
COULP HAVE HER 
GLARE AT ME WITH 
THOSE BEAUTIFUL 
EYES WHILE SHE 
TRAMPLES ME 
WITH HER LONG 
LEGS... AH, HOW 
MARVELOUS WOULP 
IT BE IF I COULP „„ 
HANG HER EYES MUTTfER 
ON My WALL... //l 


WONPERFUL...P 
NO, THAT 
WORP IS FAR 
TO COMMON 
TO PESCRIBE 
HER. 

PIVINE... 
yes, she is 

A GOP! 



































































Cospedia 

GLOSSARY OF COSPLAY TERMS ] 

^eestMi 


the 3rd of every everi-numbered month. (Published by Fai 


► Page 22 known as Fuchu Castle and Shizuoka 

Toshimaen Castle. It was built in 1585 (Tenshu 13) by 

An amusement park often thought to be in Tokugawa leyasu, who ruled Suruga at the 
Toshima, but actually located in Nerima, Tokyo, time, and is famous for being where he 
It was constructed around the ruins of Nerima spent his final years. It has gone through 
Castle, which was built in the Muromachi Era several fires and large-scale renovations, 
by a member of the Toshima family, and that so almost none of the original structure 


where 



remains, but the bailey and the inner 
castle still remain as Sunpu Park, and 
other structures, such as the wooden 
East Gate, have been restored. In the 
past, cosplay events have been held 
there during the cherry blossom sea- 


n.25 


► Page 12 

Sunpu Castle 

A castle that existed in Su¬ 
ruga Province (modern day 
eastern Shizuoka). It is also 



longingly at the 
panda, let us all be 
mature enough to let 
the child ride it with¬ 
out complaint. 

n.27 

► Page 53 

"I don't want 
that girl over 
there to see." 

When cosplaying 
characters from an 



theme park attractions that go so fast they 
make their riders scream. This includes 
roller coasters and water slides. At certain 
Toshimaen events, guests can ride in cos¬ 
tume, but they must be careful how they 
handle their wigs, props, or anything else 
that might fly away while on the attraction. 

► Page 32 

Panda 

Coin-operated moving animals are a com¬ 
mon sight at theme parks. The panda at 
Toshimaen is popular among layers for its 
photogenicity, but if a child were to gaze 


slogans, the most well-known 
being its 1986 slogan, "Puuru 
hietemasu," which translates to, 
"Our pools are cool." In recent 
years, it's gained attention from 
the layer community for holding 
its Japan Cosplay Festival (JCF). 


n.26 


► Page 31 

Thrill rides 

The general term for thrilling 


Their duties include reserving the venue, secur¬ 
ing the necessary items and equipment, and 
event publicity. As for volunteers, many also 
participate in the event—in other words, they 
are layers themselves. They support the event 
in various ways, such as setting up photo shoot 
equipment at the site and handling registration. 

► Page 82 

False eyelashes 

Or eyelash extensions. In recent years, they've 
become a common part of a woman's makeup. 
In Japan, they were first sold in 1947 by the 
Kobayashi Koji Cosmetics Honpo (now Koji- 
Honpo). At the time, they were modeled after 


is a beautiful custom that shows the kind¬ 
ness of layers and their dedication to their 
art. 


n.28 

► Page 69 

A job managing cosplay events 

Cosplay events are mainly run by staffers, 
whose job it is to run the event, and volun¬ 
teers, who give freely of their time to help. 
In the case of staffers, it's extremely rare 
that they only work on cosplay events. In 
most cases, cosplay events are only some 
of the many events they have a hand in. 


anime for little girls, or super¬ 
heroes from children's shows, 
cosplayers are very aware of 
the children who may be watch¬ 
ing. For example, if the charac¬ 
ter wears a mask, it's basically 
considered taboo to take it off 
anywhere where people would 
see. Layers pay careful attention 
so as not to destroy the dreams 
of the children who see them as 
that character. Even if a preco¬ 
cious little tyke accuses them, 
"You're a fake!" they will carry 
on in character to the end. This 











obtaining and delivering import items 
requested by magazine readers in 
distant prefectures. After that, he left 
the company and started his own 
business. 


n.29 

► Page 91 

Waterproof 

A feature of certain cosmetics. It refers 
to makeup that has been treated to 
make it resistant to sweat and water, 
and does not come off easily. Primer, 


pan, they are commonly known as 
beaula, from the eyelash curler first 
sold in Japan in 1930 by what is 
now the Keihodo Pharmaceutical 
Co. Ltd., which was trademarked 
as beaula, short for "beauty curl¬ 
er." Incidentally, the founder of 
this company, Yoshikatsu (Saburo) 
Nakashima joined the company 
Dai-Nippon Yubenkai Kodansha 
(now Kodansha) at age 15 as a 
youth employee. At 18, he was put 
in charge of the mail-order depart¬ 
ment, which was responsible for 


the false eyelashes worn by the geisha in Asaku- 
sa, who wove them from their own hair. Nowa¬ 
days, false eyelashes come in all shapes and 
colors, and some are even labeled "for cosplay." 


Eyelash curler 

A cosmetic tool that pinches 
the upper eyelashes with 
the rubber (silicone) part 
and curls them upward. 
The purpose of this tool is 
to bring attention to the eyes 
by curling the lashes. In Ja- 


► Page 84 



most users went by handles (see Vol¬ 
ume 1: Handle), but when 2channel 
came onto the scene in 1999, there 
was a drastic increase in users who 
posted anonymously. While this has 
contributed to lively sharing of infor¬ 
mation and discussion, it has also 
caused various problems, such as us¬ 
ers hiding behind anonymity to post 
slander and verbal abuse. 

► Page 121 

Photoshop 

Short for Adobe Photoshop, an image 


ern-day United States, it usually 
means "an unpleasant woman." In 
English, the words used to refer to a 
promiscuous woman include "slut" 
and "whore." 


foundation, eyebrow pencil, mascara, etc. all 
come in waterproof varieties. While it can be 
beneficial to have water resistant makeup, this 
variety is difficult to remove with the average 
facewash or body soap, so some products 
come with their own removers. 


n.30 

► Page 109 

Forums (Computer Message 
Boards) 

An internet website where mem¬ 
bers can post content and others 
can respond. Back in the 1990s, 


► Page 103 

Bitch 

Originally meaning female dog, it came to be 
used to refer to a woman who wasn't chaste, 
and is now used as a pejorative against wom¬ 
en. In Japan, it is mostly used in a sexual sense, 
to refer to a promiscuous woman, but in mod- 


► Page 137 

Cos Photo 

A mook (magazine book) published 
by Hobby Japan that specializes in co¬ 
splay photography techniques. It has 
features on everything from how to 
choose a camera, to settings for photo 
shoots, to lighting techniques. They 
also published Cos Photo Beginners 
for people just starting out. 


n.32 

► Page 155 



editing software published by 
Adobe Systems. Many people 
use it to retouch their photos. 
There are many books on how 
to use Photoshop, and even am¬ 
ateurs can use it to alter their 
photos in many different ways. 
Changing the size of one's 
eyes or nose, and beautifying 
the skin are only the begin¬ 
ning-users can even change 
the background weather from 
rain to sun. Master the software, 
and one can turn pizza into a 


Tokyo Dome, Tokyo Dome City At¬ 
tractions (formerly Korakuen), and 
Korakuen Hall. It is the forerunner 
of theme park based cosplay events, 
which have been growing more com¬ 
mon since the Korakuen Halloween 
Fest in 1997. Currently, events held 
at TDC can generally be divided 
into two categories: Cosplay Fest 
and New Layers A Paradise. Dur¬ 
ing events, the venue is divided into 
areas that allow cosplay and areas 
that do not, so layers must proceed 
with caution. 


n.33 

► Page 170 

Tokyo Dome City (TDC) 

The common name for the enter¬ 
tainment complex run by the To¬ 
kyo Dome Corporation. It includes 



"It's a stupid thing to get locked up 
for." 

With the rise of internet forums came a notice¬ 
able increase in trolls who post slanderous, 
abusive, threatening messages. Under the pro¬ 
tection of anonymity, some people write violent 
posts without even thinking about it, but posting 
baseless slander or obvious threats can lead to 
criminal charges. Anonymous posters have in 
fact used message boards to post death threats, 
and it has led to no end of arrests. In other in¬ 
cidents, users are manipulated by groundless 
information into lynching individuals over the 
internet. 










I’m so stupid. I’m so...so stupid. 



The friend with whom she’s cosplayed for 
the last ten years suddenly announces her 
retirement. 

“Why.. .are you giving up cosplay?” 


Kimiko, who has lived with her 
hobby for years, gives her answer 
at Nagisas side. 



COMPLEX AGE 9 

ON SALE SUMMER 2017 


Ym glad Nagisa didn’t notice. 






page H 



HAYAMA IN SHIZUOKA 

Shizuoka is the prefecture where Mt. Fuji is found, and people from 
there are known for being calm and agreeable. Shizuoka is also 
where most of Japans green tea comes from, so when people hear 
Shizuoka, they think of tea. 


page 69 



POCARI SWEAT 

The name of this sports drink may be somewhat unappetizing, but 
it is not meant to imply that sweat is one of the ingredients. Rather, 
the drink is meant to supply the body with the nutrients and electro¬ 
lytes lost by sweating. 




























page 76 



LINE is a social media app that allows its users to call and text 
each other, send videos and pictures, etc. It is Japan's largest social 
network, and is available for smartphones and tablets in the United 
States as well. 


page 177 



LOOKING WON'T HURT IT 

More literally, Hayama says that looking at the picture will not 
cause it to diminish. This is the stock argument that dirty old men 
use to excuse certain inappropriate behaviors. Their reasoning is 
that touching something, like a woman's breast, will not cause any 
decrease in the supply. In this case, Hayama suggests that looking 












at the picture will not reduce the supply of old cosplay pictures of 
Nagisa. 



RUI-TASO 

Taso is a suffix applied to names of two-dimensional characters 
to show endearment. The term derives from chan, which became 
the even cutesier tan, and then, because when written a certain 
way, the Japanese character for "n" looks like the character so, tan 
became taso. 


































































BUS EDITION OF FAIPY TAIL. 
I^ONTAINS VOLUMES 
ONLY *39.99.' m 


Fairy Tail takes place in a world filled with magic. 17-year-old Lucy is 
a wizard-in-training who wants to join a magic guild so that she can 
become a full-fledged wizard. She dreams of joining the most famous guild, 
known as Fairy Tail. One day she meets Natsu, a boy raised by a dragon 
which vanished when he was young. Natsu has devoted his life to finding 
his dragon father. When Natsu helps Lucy out of a tricky situation, she 
discovers that he is a member of Fairy Tail, and our heroes’ adventure 
together begins.j^%^ { /j| 























Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn’t need them! 

But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you”? 


Praise for the anime: 'V- 

m 

“The show provides a pleasanfyvindow 
on the highs and lows of young Toye with 
two young people who are first timers at 
the real thing.” 

' -The Fandom Post 
“Always it is smarter, more poetic, more 
touching, justiplain better than you think 
oing to he.” 





This series never fails to 
put a smile on my face.” 
-Dramatic R< 


OPPOSITES ATTRACT...MAYBE? 

Haru Yoshida is feared as an unstable and violent “monster.” 
Mizutani Shizuku is a grade-obsessed student with no friends. 
Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair. Haru 
firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 
he’s insane. 






IIMUU4SHIKI 


A superhero like none 
you've ever seen, from the 
creator of "Gantz"! 


Ichiro Inuyashiki is down on his luck. He looks much 

OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE*S A USELESS COWARD. So WHEN HE*S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO’LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 


Then a blinding light fills the sky, and the old man 

IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 


COMES IN EXTRA-LARGE EDITIONS WITH COLOR PAGES! 

^ ij IF 

m : ' ilit ; _ 4 




DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 2013! 



"Gripping doesn’t begin to describe Vinland Saga. 
5 stars." —ICv2 

"Deeply engrossing... If you have any interest at 
all in Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 
is not a series you want to miss." 

—Anime News Network 


"The art is gorgeous, a combination of beautiful 
cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 
is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
scenes and charged emotional moments.” 

—Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 

"For those who love Berserk, you’ll love this too... 
Worth the long wait." 

—A Case Suitable for Treatment 

“It will be impossible to stop watching this story 
unfold.” —Japan Media Arts Awards jury 


•/M 
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